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BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. The spell that casts twelve children to live as spirits in the river Kai, can only be 

broken when the local council passes a law to protect the lake, river and woods 

from development and pollution. Is this political process too difficult for children 

to understand? Is it important for children to understand ‘the system’? 

2. Relationships between the river spirits and wood spirits are strained with the 

wood spirits building a physical barricade to divide the two groups. Does this 

storyline reflect normal childhood relationships?   

3. The bully in the story, Zeb, suffers at the hands of more powerful bullies. What 

message(s) might children take away from this? 

4. The children discover that a strong and powerful group are behind the riverbank 

development including the mayor. Is this David (the child spirits) and Goliath (the 

developers) battle likely to inspire children to believe anything is possible? 

5. The children are able to visit their homes as spirits, unseen and unheard. Do they 

make the most of this? Is there more they could do with this advantage? 

6. Do the adults interact realistically with the children in the story – the child spirits 

and those like Brandon who are trying to help them from the real world? 

7. Does the story portray ‘greenies’ and the police in an appropriate light? 

8. The journalist, Sarah, plays an important role in helping the children break the 

spell. Would they have succeeded without her? 

9. Who was your favourite character, and why? 

10. Were you happy with the ending of the story? What do you think might happen 

next? 
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