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BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Twelve children are cast into a spell to live as spirits in the river Kai in two 

opposing groups: wood spirits and river spirits. Is it helpful for children to read 

about other children who must take care of themselves? Does it help children 

appreciate their parents? 

2. What are some of the themes in The Glass Table? How important are they to the 

storyline? 

3. One of the rules of the spell allows the river spirits to escape the spell, but there 

are dire consequences for the wood spirits. Is this too much of a burden to place 

on children even in a fantasy setting?  

4. In chapter 1, Jack is hiking up to Lake Como having run away from home. He 

believes his parents no longer care for him since his younger brother was killed in 

an accident. Should death be discussed in a book for children 8-12 years? 

5. Ming’s mother escaped China with Ming when she was a baby to avoid the baby 

traders. Does it help for children to learn about other cultures in this way? 

6. Kiera’s parents are divorcing, Lucy’s mother has died and she, as an only child, 

lives with her father. Should these life circumstances be discussed in children’s 

literature? Is there any ‘real life’ subject matter that should not be discussed? 

7. Were the actions and responses of the characters in their various situations 

plausible especially given the children’s ages? 

8. A development on the riverbank threatens the fragile eco system that is the child 

spirits’ home. The river spirits and wood spirits form an alliance and are victorious 

at stopping the development. Is this message about putting aside differences for a 

common good relevant to children? In what situations in real-life would it apply? 

http://www.amazon.com/Glass-Table-Leigh-K-Cunningham-ebook/dp/B00368B6TC/ref=la_B002RKB8DO_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390199025&sr=1-3

